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Pfizer, IIT Delhi set up incubation centre for healthcare 

innovations 

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/business/india-business/Pfizer-IIT-Delhi-set-up-incubation-centre-for-healthcare-
innovations/articleshow/49909777.cms 

Pharma major Pfizer and IIT-Delhi on Tuesday launched an incubation accelerator initiative co-created by Pfizer and the 
Foundation for Innovation and Technology Transfer (FITT). The programme will be open to Indian individuals and startup 
companies.  
 
The accelerator will address two components. For innovators seeking comprehensive support to translate their 
healthcare ideas into patents, the programme will provide two years of residential incubation at IIT Delhi, funding of up 
to Rs 50 lakhs for each innovator, mentoring support from IIT Delhi's faculty, access to infrastructure and prototyping 
laboratories, IP search and filing services, guidance from Pfizer's experts, venture capitalists and other industry linkages.  
 
For innovators who have a ready proof of concept and are seeking to obtain a patent, the programme will provide 
access to IP attorneys and services and cover the patent fee.  

Pfizer's funding through this programme will be unencumbered. All rights on the innovations will be owned by the 

innovators and they will be free to commercialize their patents as they desire.  

 

S Sridhar, executive director, Pfizer India, said: "Pfizer promotes a culture of innovation and encourages this creative 

endeavour globally. Our Innovation and IP Programme with IIT Delhi will promote, celebrate and reward innovations and 

advancements in healthcare that are born and brought up in India for the benefit of our people. In doing so, our effort 

aligns with the government's stated priority of creating a vibrant innovation ecosystem in the country and enhances the 

creation of intellectual property. I invite innovators in India to take advantage of this programme and bring their 

healthcare inventions to life."  

 

The programme will invite two rounds of proposals during the year 2015-2016. Call for proposals for the first round will 

open from November 27, 2015 until January 15, 2016.  

 

Applicants can submit their proposals on the FITT website. An independent panel of subject matter experts established 

by FITT will review and shortlist the potential incubatees.  

 

The Technology Business Incubator Unit board at IIT-Delhi will make the final selection of individuals and startups that 

that shall receive the grants and be incubated at IIT-Delhi. 

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/business/india-business/Pfizer-IIT-Delhi-set-up-incubation-centre-for-healthcare-innovations/articleshow/49909777.cms
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/business/india-business/Pfizer-IIT-Delhi-set-up-incubation-centre-for-healthcare-innovations/articleshow/49909777.cms
http://economictimes.indiatimes.com/pfizer-ltd/stocks/companyid-13274.cms
http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/topic/IIT-Delhi


Page 3 of 5 

 

 



Page 4 of 5 

 

Anil Kakodkar Tried to Illegally Appoint His Nominee in IIT: 

Smriti Irani to NDTV 

http://www.ndtv.com/india-news/anil-kakodkar-tried-to-illegally-appoint-his-nominee-in-iit-smriti-irani-to-ndtv-
1246998 

 New Delhi:  Union minister Smriti Irani today broke her silence on the controversial resignation of Anil 

Kakodkar from the IIT-Bombay's board of governors, indicating that it followed his attempt to bend the rules 

during the selection of IIT directors. Mr Kakodkar, she said, had "felt slighted" when it was pointed out. 

 

Mr Kakodkar, Ms Irani said, had tried to push his own candidate for the post of a director of the premier tech 

institutes, even though the person had not applied for the post. 

 

When called out on the issue on the eve of a crucial meeting of the selection panel and told what he was doing 

was "illegal", Mr Kakodkar, she said, "was visibly upset because an upstart of a minister said 'follow the law'." 

 

Claiming she had evidence of the noted nuclear scientist's attempted irregularity, Mr Irani said, "eminence does 

not give you the right to break the law". 

Mr Kakodkar, who quit the IIM post in March, had said he had differences with the Ministry over the 

selection process of IIT directors, which he had described as "too casual" and "like running a lottery".  

He said he resigned as he did not wish to be a part of that process. 

 

Coming on the heels of the resignation on IIT-Delhi director RK Shevgaonkar, it had raised doubts that 

they had resigned due to government pressure. 

 

At the time, Ms Irani had said the directors had resigned due to personal reasons and denied reports of a 

rift with Mr Kakodkar. 

 

When Mr Kakodkar resigned, Ms Irani said she had asked whether he would complete his term, and he 

had agreed. 

 

"An attempt was made to deviate from the due process was stopped by me but I was pragmatic enough to 

say that you are in a leadership role, would you like to fulfil his obligation to the institution and he said 

yes," she said. 

http://www.ndtv.com/india-news/anil-kakodkar-tried-to-illegally-appoint-his-nominee-in-iit-smriti-irani-to-ndtv-1246998
http://www.ndtv.com/india-news/anil-kakodkar-tried-to-illegally-appoint-his-nominee-in-iit-smriti-irani-to-ndtv-1246998
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Free Agricultural Course to be launched by ICRISAT and IIT 

Bombay 

http://www.jagranjosh.com/articles/free-agricultural-course-to-be-launched-by-icrisat-and-iit-bombay-

1448357940-1 

In collaboration with International Crops Research Institute for Semi Arid Tropics (ICRISAT), Hyderabad and 

Indian Institute of Technology (IIT), Bombay, the National Virtual Academy for Indian Agriculture would soon 

launch an online course. The online course would deal with diseases of horticulture crops and their 

management. 

The course duration would be two months which would begin on 30 November and would be offered free to the 

candidates who roll in for the same. There is team of Information and Communication Technologies (ICT) 

working behind this course who deal with agriculture. Educators and researchers from the International Crops 

Research Institute for the Semi-Arid Tropics (ICRISAT) and its partners along with Indian Institute of 

Technology, Bombay is also taking part in offering the course online. 

The Director General of ICRISAT said, “Complementing Prime Minister Narendra Modi’s dream of Digital 

India where- Quality Education reaches the most inaccessible corners driven by Digital Learning, we are 

excited to see the launch of MOOCs (Part II) in India, which offers high quality learning opportunities for 

students across the country.” 

According to ICT for Development Scientist of ICRISAT, Dr. Sumanthkumar, “The course materials have been 

methodically planned and prepared by highly experienced team of educators and professors in the agricultural 

field, who have devoted their time and effort to educate the Indian masses on sustainable agriculture practices.” 

The course under scanner would let the students understand the distribution, symptoms, causes, disease cycles 

and management of diseases in important horticultural crops along with their importance in the market. This 

course could also get used as supplementary study material at the universities which are already offering 

courses on Disease of Horticultural Crops and their Management. One such online course through Massive 

Open Online Course (MOOC) module has been conducted earlier by the NVAIA in the agriculture sector. 

The Part I of this free online course, which was flagged by the father of India’s Green Revolution MS 

Swaminathan, was announced on February 2 this year. Over 900 students took part in the course and enrolled 

themselves for the course around the country. 
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